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A Treatise on Nervous Diseases, their Symptoms and 
Treatment. By Samuel G. Webber, M.D., pp. x., 415., New 
York, 1885. 

The medical student and the general practitioner have long 
needed some brief manual of nervous diseases as a trustworthy 
guide to diagnosis and treatment, unencumbered with treatises on 
the theory of ataxia, the functions of the corpus striatum, or the 
details of electrical reactions. The present volume has been 
written to supply that need, and to give the essentials “ for the 
study of nervous diseases within as brief a compass as possible.” 
The result is a volume larger than the author first intended, yet small 
enough to be read, and containing enough information to enable 
the physician to diagnosticate and treat correctly even the rarer 
forms of nervous diseases, and to do something in the way of 
their localization. 

The first few pages are devoted to a general introduction, 
giving various simple but satisfactory methods of testing sensation 
and motion, and mentioning with sufficient fulness the different 
complications that are likely to arise in certain cases and the best 
ways of treating them. The remainder of the work is divided 
into four sections, on the brain, the cord, the peripheral and sym¬ 
pathetic nerves, and on unclassified nervous diseases. It may be 
hypercritical to object to any arrangement, which after all is but a 
form, yet for a beginner it is certainly easier to begin with the 
simpler forms of disease of the nervous system, like diseases of 
the peripheral nerves or of the cord, than with the more difficult 
subject of diseases of the brain. 

The subject of the anatomy of the brain is treated concisely, 
clearly, and with sufficient thoroughness. Most of the diagrams, 
fifteen in number, are taken from Ecker, Wernicke, and Erb, and 
are plain and simple. One annoying error, which has escaped the 
proof-reader’s notice, and which might mislead a beginner, is found 
in Figure 5, which represents the external capsule as between the 
island of Reil and the claustrum, instead of between the claustrum 
and the lenticular nucleus. , The remarks on localization are full 
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enough for all practical purposes and are in accord with our 
present knowledge. The chapters which follow deal with the 
various diseases of the brain and its membranes, and are on the 
whole very good. Brevity has been the author’s aim throughout, 
and hence his remarks on etiology are generally very brief, leav¬ 
ing the physician to fill in the details from the outlines given. In 
pathology the essential and admitted facts are given, disputed 
theories are occasionally mentioned, but the author does not hesi¬ 
tate to admit our ignorance of many doubtful points, and to refer 
the reader to the larger treatises for a full discussion of the sub¬ 
ject. His consideration of symptoms is usually very good and is 
sufficiently full, although at times it seems as if greater clearness 
might be gained by a little more systematic arrangement. The 
details of treatment are, of course, founded mainly upon personal 
experience, and the directions given are sensible and as effective 
as could be expected. It is unfortunately not. the custom to con¬ 
sider general paralysis in the works on nervous diseases, yet con¬ 
sidering how often it is overlooked, even by nervous specialists, 
and how often it is mistaken for other purely “ nervous ” affec¬ 
tions, we would have been glad to see the author disregard the 
custom, even at the expense of adding a few more pages to his 
book. 

Much of what has been said of the section on the brain may 
also be said of the other sections. We are glad to see that the 
author is unwilling to classify Landry’s paralysis as a distinct dis¬ 
ease. It might have been better to put the chapter on pseudo- 
hypertrophic muscular paralysis next to that on progressive mus¬ 
cular atrophy, considering the possible relation between the two, 
instead of placing it as an appendix to the whole section on spinal 
diseases. In the diagnosis of diseases of the cord it would 
certainly have been well to mention the resemblance, slight 
though it may be, between some cases of multiple neuritis, with 
pain, anaesthesia, and loss of patellar reflex, and locomotor ataxia ; 
and, although, in the chapter on multiple neuritis, the chances of 
a mistake in diagnosis between it and progressive muscular 
atrophy and anterior polimyelitis are mentioned, in the chapters 
on the two latter diseases no mention is made of multiple neuritis. 
It is also strange that no mention is made of polioencephalitis with 
external opthalmoplegia in any part of the book. Although a rare 
affection and one more likely to come before an oculist, still, even 
in a manual like this, it deserves mention as much as Thomsen’s 
disease. 

On the whole, then, the author has given us a brief, careful, and 
trustworthy manual of nervous diseases, not only worthy of a 
place in every general practitioner’s library, but of value even to 
the nervous specialist for whom it was not intended. The man 
with but a single book on nervous diseases cannot do better than 
to buy it. One feature in it which merits especial praise, is the 
admirable bibliographies prefixed to each chapter. 

P. C. Knapp. 



